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               THE PATH TO GREATNESS IS DIFFICULT
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                                            James 1:1-4

  Joy that is based on the _____________________ of the trial.
Tested Faith Is Strong Faith:
Tested faith brings about a depth of character - Romans 5:3-5
Tested faith enables us to comfort and encourage others - 2 Corinthians 1:3-5
Tested faith increases dependence on God for wisdom - James 1:5; 3:17-18
Tested faith encourages us to lead a productive and effective life - 2 Peter 1:5-9
Tested faith helps us to identify with Christ - Matthew 4:1-11; Hebrews 5:7-10
Tested faith allows us to focus on our future hope in Christ - Romans 8:18-24

Definition of Perseverance:

1. Steady persistence in a course of action, a purpose, a state, etc., esp. in spite of difficulties,

      obstacles, or discouragement. 
2. Theology. Continuance in a state of grace to the end, leading to eternal salvation. 

3 Significant Characteristics of A Whole Person From Faithful Perseverance:

1.
MatureNRSV — seasoned, experienced, well-developed, fit for the tasks God sent us into the world to do. Maturity in this sense is not related to age. It is a quality developed by how much we have learned from the trials we have experienced. Someone has defined experience as the ability to recognize a mistake when we make it again. Maturity is the ability to recognize a mistake before we make it again. It is a trained ability to learn from each previous experience. But maturity takes time.

2.
Complete — fully trained. The weaknesses and imperfections are being removed from our character; we are gaining victory over old sins; we are demonstrating a sense of competence about life. This completeness relates to the breadth of our experience. We have passed through trials of many kinds. To be complete means that we have become mature in many areas of life. God does not want cheap substitutes, but thoroughly developed Christians.

3.
Not lacking anythingNIV — the basic life skills are there, ready to be used; the obvious weaknesses or blind spots of the past have been corrected; more and more clearly we mirror Christ himself! We will not be lacking anything when we are mature and complete in all the essential areas of life. Although this last quality is stated in the negative, it describes a security or contentment that comes from knowing that God has what we need, when we need it. Believing in God's faithfulness, we have everything we need.

Endurance

Endurance is ___________________ stretched out.  Remain _________________ to the end! 

God wants to form your character to be strong, distinguished, and valuable. (like a diamond)

