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                        ASK FOR WISDOM                       

                                  James 1:5

                                        March 7, 2010

James 1:5

If any of you lacks wisdom.NKJV The wisdom that we need has three distinct characteristics:

1.
It is practical — The wisdom from God relates to life even during the most trying times. It is not a wisdom isolated from suffering and trials. This wisdom is the tool by which trials are overcome. An intelligent person may have profound ideas, but a wise person puts profound ideas into action. Intelligence will allow someone to describe several reasons why the car broke down. The wise person chooses the most likely reason and proceeds to take action.

2.
It is divine — God's wisdom goes beyond common sense. Common sense does not lead us to choose joy in the middle of trials. This wisdom begins with respect for God, leads to living by God's direction, and results in the ability to tell right from wrong. It is a wisdom that James will describe at length in chapter 3.

3.
It is Christlike — Asking for wisdom is ultimately asking to be like Christ. The Bible identifies Christ as the "wisdom of God" (1 Corinthians 1:24; 2:1-7).

Ask God. Recognizing our lack of wisdom might cause us to despair, but God wants us to turn to him instead. How do we know that God has answered our request for wisdom? When trials come we will find ourselves responding with an attitude of joy. We will realize that joy is not our own doing, but is a gift.

(from The Life Application Commentary Series Copyright © 1997, 1998, 1999 and 2000 by the Livingstone Corporation. Produced with permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved.)

Because God does not reproach us, we can be honest with God in our prayers and pour out our deepest feelings to him. God accepts us and understands our weaknesses, so we can come to him when we face difficulties and suffering. So we must never hesitate but come boldly to God to get his wisdom.

1.  We should humbly _________ God for wisdom to remain in His will.

2.  _______________ is one of the main keys to breakthrough in our lives.  It creates humility, vulnerability, and trust.

*Matthew 7:7-12

Discussion Questions:

Why do you think it’s hard for people to ask for help?   

What prevents you from asking for help?

What is one way you will ask someone for help this week?  Share story next week.

