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Transforming the world one life at a time...



BUILDING A STRONG AND HEALTHY CHURCH (SPIRITUAL FAMILY)
Values of Innovative Concepts-Part 3

POWER
                                                                                                         Matthew 28:18-20
"I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age."
WARM UP QUESTION (10 mins)
When and Why did you give your life to Christ?     

WORD (25 mins)
The values of the IC (Innovative Concepts) Spiritual Family are based on five simple principles that we call POWER.

Prayer
2 Chronicles 7:14-16

4 Then if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sins and restore their land. 15 My eyes will be open and my ears attentive to every prayer made in this place. 

There are many forms of prayer.  The two main forms we use here at IC is our natural and spiritual language of prayer.

1. Our natural language is the language we speak on a daily bases in our culture which is English.  We pray in English so everyone can understand.

2. Our spiritual language is a language of supernatural prayer and praise we call tongues.  Another term you may hear is  “praying in the spirit”.  Here our spirit prays in a realm beyond our understanding, under the influence of the Holy Spirit.


Advantage:  Not even the devil can understand and oppose these kinds of prayers because they are incomprehensible to him.

Tongues have the ability to bypass our intellect and allow our spirit to fully express itself.    This enables us to more easily 
connect with God and the spiritual realm. “When I face demonic resistance, I will begin to worship God in many forms, but 
especially in tongues.” (Prophet and Pastor Jim Laffoon, Every Nation Churches)
1 Corinthians 14:15-17

14 For if I pray in tongues, my spirit is praying, but I don't understand what I am saying.

15 Well then, what shall I do? I will pray in the spirit, and I will also pray in words I understand. I will sing in the spirit, and I will also sing in words I understand. 16 For if you praise God only in the spirit, how can those who don't understand you praise God along with you? How can they join you in giving thanks when they don't understand what you are saying? 
Jude 20-21

20 But you, dear friends, must build each other up in your most holy faith, pray in the power of the Holy Spirit, 

Ephesians 6:18

18 Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere.

Philippians 4:6-7

6 Don't worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 7 Then you will experience God's peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.

*Everything we do is processed through prayer.  This church was built in prayer and it will sustain in prayer.  Prayer is one of the most 

powerful and intimate acts we can do with God.  Prayer is how we communicate with God, but it is also how He communicates with us.

One Another
Romans 12:9-13

9 Don't just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. 10 Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other. 11 Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically. 12 Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying. 13 When God's people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice hospitality.

*We want everyone at IC to love and care for each other in a genuine way.  The kind of culture we want to have is the same dynamic culture the church had in Acts 2:42-47.

Acts 2:42-47

42 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord's Supper), and to prayer.  43 A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. 44 And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 45 They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. 46 They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord's Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity— 47 all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved.

Word of God  (http://www.openbible.info/topics/)
2 Timothy 3:16-17
16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 17 God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.

The word of God is not simply a collection of God's words, a vehicle for communicating ideas; it is living, life changing, and dynamic as it works in us. The demands of the word of God require decisions. We not only listen to it, we let it shape our lives. Because the word of God is living, it applied to these first-century Jewish Christians, and it applies as well as to Christians today. The word of God lives, and it gives life to those who believe — energizing this present life and promising eternal life. 

(from The Life Application Commentary Series Copyright © 1997, 1998, 1999 and 2000 by the Livingstone Corporation. Produced with permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved.)

Hebrews 4:12

12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires. 
James 1:22-25

22 But don't just listen to God's word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. 23 For if you listen to the word and don't obey, it is like glancing at your face in a mirror. 24 You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. 25 But if you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don't forget what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it.
Joshua 1:8-9
 Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do.
*We value the word of God as our foundational and final authority in our lives.  God’s Word is the ultimate and absolute standard for every area of life.

Excellence
Philippians 4:8
8 And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise. 

Matthew 5:41
41 If a soldier demands that you carry his gear for a mile, carry it two miles. 

THE SECOND MILE- Matthew 5:41

In an unequal power situation, you have no choice about the first mile. The soldier has the sword, so you carry his gear. And it's a mile and an hour you can never get back. You're the loser.  What's to be done?

The second mile is your choice. It's your way of saying, "God is in control here. He gives me energy, and a mere mile does not exhaust me. That sword is nothing; God is everything. Do you want to know where the real power lies? Try to keep up with me and I'll tell you."

(from The Life Application Commentary Series Copyright © 1997, 1998, 1999 and 2000 by the Livingstone Corporation. Produced with permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved.)
*Having excellence in our lives is basically going the extra mile in everything we do especially when it comes to serving or giving to other people.   Excellence is more of a heart and internal principle than a physical and external principle. 

Risk

2 Corinthians 5:7

7 We live by faith, not by sight. 
Hebrews 11:1
11 Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives us assurance about things we cannot see. 
Two words describe faith: "assurance" and "conviction." Faith starts with believing in God's character, that he is who he says he is. Faith culminates with believing in God's promises, that he will do what he says he will do. When we believe that God will fulfill his promises even though we don't yet see any evidence, we demonstrate true faith (see John 20:24-29).

"The assurance of things hoped for" means the person has complete confidence that God will fulfill his promises. We often think of the word "hope" in terms of uncertain desire — "I hope it doesn't rain on Saturday," "I hope I do well on this test." For believers, however, "hope" is a desire based on assurance, and the assurance is based on God's character.

"The conviction of things not seen" means that the person believes in the reality of something that he or she cannot see, taste, hear, or touch. The "things not seen" include eternal life, future rewards, heaven, and so forth. Faith regards these to be as real as what can be perceived with the senses. Faith means that if God promised something, he will fulfill that promise. Faith allows Christians to make God-honoring decisions based on unseen realities. This conviction about God's unseen promises allows Christians to persevere in their faith regardless of persecution, opposition, and temptation.

(from The Life Application Commentary Series Copyright © 1997, 1998, 1999 and 2000 by the Livingstone Corporation. Produced with permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved.)
*The reason we are able to take risks in our lives is because of the faith and “assurance” we have in Christ.  To take risks, you need to believe in something beyond your self, your sensible logic, and natural abilities.  In Joshua 1, God encourages the people several times  to be strong and very courageous as they were preparing to cross over the Jordan river into their destiny.  
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