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Transforming the world one life at a time...



JESUS GRANTS JUSTICE TO HIS CHOSEN ONES QUICKLY
Luke 18:1-8
                                               Matthew 28:18-20

"I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age."
Luke 18:1-8

One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show that they should always pray and never give up.  “There was a judge in a certain city,” he said, “who neither feared God nor cared about people.  
A widow of that city came to him repeatedly, saying, ‘Give me justice in this dispute with my enemy.’  The judge ignored her for a while, but finally he said to himself, ‘I don’t fear God or care about people,  but this woman is driving me crazy. I’m going to see that she gets justice, because she is wearing me out with her constant requests!’” 
Then the Lord said, “Learn a lesson from this unjust judge.  Even he rendered a just decision in the end. So don’t you think God will surely give justice to his chosen people who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off?  I tell you, he will grant justice to them quickly! 
But when the Son of Man returns, how many will he find on the earth who have faith?”   NLT
Luke 18:1-8

8 Jesus told them a story showing that it was necessary for them to pray consistently and never quit. 2 He said, "There was once a judge in some city who never gave God a thought and cared nothing for people. 3 A widow in that city kept after him: 'My rights are being violated. Protect me!' 

4 "He never gave her the time of day. But after this went on and on he said to himself, 'I care nothing what God thinks, even less what people think. 5 But because this widow won't quit badgering me, I'd better do something and see that she gets justice — otherwise I'm going to end up beaten black and blue by her pounding.'" 

6 Then the Master said, "Do you hear what that judge, corrupt as he is, is saying? 7 So what makes you think God won't step in and work justice for his chosen people, who continue to cry out for help? Won't he stick up for them? 8 I assure you, he will. He will not drag his feet. 
But how much of that kind of persistent faith will the Son of Man find on the earth when he returns?"    THE MESSAGE BIBLE
Luke 18:1 - CONTINUAL PRAYER 
Continual prayer would have been a new idea for the Jews, who said that it was best to pray three times a day so as not to weary God. To persist in prayer and not give up does not mean endless repetition or painfully long prayer sessions. Always praying means keeping one's requests constantly before God as one lives for him day by day, BELIEVING HE WILL ANSWER. Living by faith means not giving up. God may delay answering, but his delays always have good reasons. Christians must not be discouraged by God's delays.

(from The Life Application Commentary Series Copyright © 1997, 1998, 1999 and 2000 by the Livingstone Corporation. Produced with permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved.)

Luke 18:1 - PRAY HARD
Jesus taught his disciples about persistent prayer. A T-shirt reads: "Life is short. Pray hard." How does a person pray hard?

Do not approach prayer like work. Hard work means sweat, fatigue, and muscle strain. Instead, persistent prayer involves:
· Faith. Unbelievers may succumb to anger, resentment, or despair when they face problems. BUT YOU BELIEVE GOD HAS A SOLUTION FOR YOU. PRAYER BUILDS FAITH.
· Hope. Life ends, sometimes tragically, but it always ends. God promises eternal life in his Word to those who trust him. When you pray often, you reactivate your trust in future life with God. CONSTANT PRAYER GENERATES HOPE.
· Love. To be concerned primarily about yourself, your needs, and your problems is normal. To care about someone other than yourself contradicts your instincts. God wants you to learn to love and to express love to others. Remember, PRAYER NURTURES LOVE.
When life is hard, prayer provides a way for you and God to face it together!
(from The Life Application Commentary Series Copyright © 1997, 1998, 1999 and 2000 by the Livingstone Corporation. Produced with permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved.)
Luke 18:2-5 - HOW MUCH MORE
Does prayer ever feel as though you are talking to an empty room when nobody's listening? Do you wonder if your requests are an exercise in auto-suggestion? Is prayer a waste of time because God has more important things to do?

Jesus used the "how much more" argument to demonstrate that God is not indifferent or inattentive. Do not attribute those qualities to him. God hears your prayers eagerly and compassionately. God acts on your behalf and for your best. God cares about you personally.  When you pray, remember God's promise to hear your prayer.
(from The Life Application Commentary Series Copyright © 1997, 1998, 1999 and 2000 by the Livingstone Corporation. Produced with permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved.)
· Ecclesiastes 3:16
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