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Transforming the world one life at a time...



BUILDING A STRONG AND HEALTHY CHURCH (SPIRITUAL FAMILY)
WHEN WE FACE TROUBLES

Matthew 28:18-20

"I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age."
IN TIMES OF TROUBLE  
2 Corinthians 4:8-18  

We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but not driven to despair. We are hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get knocked down, but we are not destroyed. Through suffering, our bodies continue to share in the death of Jesus so that the life of Jesus may also be seen in our bodies. Yes, we live under constant danger of death because we serve Jesus, so that the life of Jesus will be evident in our dying bodies. So we live in the face of death, but this has resulted in eternal life for you. But we continue to preach because we have the same kind of faith the psalmist had when he said, “I believed in God, so I spoke.” We know that God, who raised the Lord Jesus, will also raise us with Jesus and present us to himself together with you. All of this is for your benefit. And as God’s grace reaches more and more people, there will be great thanksgiving, and God will receive more and more glory. That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being renewed every day. For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever.  

· Troubles are part of life if you want to experience greatness. 

· On your way to accomplishing your dreams you will experience trouble and suffering. 

· The purpose is to bring glory to God through how we live.  

· Troubles shape who we are and the person we are supposed to become. 
· It strengthens our faith, courage, and commitment. 

· We need to continue to look ahead to the future.  

· That is what the Scriptures mean when they say, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared for those who love him.” Pp(1 Corinthians 2:9 NLT)  
UNITY  

Acts 4:32-33 

All the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt that what they owned was not their own, so they shared everything they had. The apostles testified powerfully to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and God’s great blessing was upon them all.  

· Need to be united in heart and mind. The two places where the devil will attack us. 
· We cannot have a divided heart and mind and expect amazing results, blessings or breakthrough. 
· Agreement is power. 
· We cannot speculate or msu. Hindsight is always 100%. 
· Don’t let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense that come from human thinking and from the spiritual powers of this world, rather than from Christ. (Colossians 2:8) 

· Unity is one of the most powerful things to possess in times of a crises. 

· We all need to be unified in our hearts and mind to get through this time of testing and growth. 
GOD ADDS TO HIS CHURCH IN A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT 

Acts 2:46-47  

They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity— all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved.  

· It is God's job to grow the church. 

· We have to ask ourselves are we trying to build a ministry of minister to people? 
· Our responsibility is to reach non-believers and make disciples. 
  

GENEROSITY IN OUR GIVING  

2 Corinthians 8:1-7 
Now I want you to know, dear brothers and sisters, what God in his kindness has done through the churches in Macedonia. They are being tested by many troubles, and they are very poor. But they are also filled with abundant joy, which has overflowed in rich generosity. For I can testify that they gave not only what they could afford, but far more. And they did it of their own free will. They begged us again and again for the privilege of sharing in the gift for the believers in Jerusalem. They even did more than we had hoped, for their first action was to give themselves to the Lord and to us, just as God wanted them to do. So we have urged Titus, who encouraged your giving in the first place, to return to you and encourage you to finish this ministry of giving. Since you excel in so many ways—in your faith, your gifted speakers, your knowledge, your enthusiasm, and your love from us—I want you to excel also in this gracious act of giving.  

· It is always a privilege to give. 
· A generous giver will receive generous blessings. 
· The people here fought with Paul to participate in giving to his ministry.  
· You first have to give yourself to God before your gift can be considered worthy. 

  

GOD'S TIMETABLE 
Acts 1:6-7  

So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?” He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are not for you to know. 
· Everything falls under the authority and timing of God. 

· Including when He returns. 
· We are all under God's timetable, Christian or not. Believer or Non-Believer. 

· God is over all authority!  

  

WHAT DO YOU WANT OUT OF LIFE  

Acts 20:24
But my life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for finishing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus—the work of telling others the Good News about the wonderful grace of God.   

· We often feel our life is a failure if we are not getting a lot out of it.  
· Recognition, fun, money, success.  

· Paul felt what he put into life was far more important than what he got out of it.  

· Which is more important to you - what you get out of life, or what you put into it?
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