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Transforming the world one life at a time...




                                     STEPS TO ENTERING AND LEAVING
                     (Winners Are Not Those Who Fail But Those Who Never Quit by Edwin Louis Cole)
1. Humble Yourself To Obey God
· When we are wrong, we must admit it.
· Knowing when to fight and when to submit is the key to winning and losing.
· Humbling precedes blessing.
1 Peter 5:6-7
6 So humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and at the right time he will lift you up in honor. 
Isaiah 57:15
5 The high and lofty one who lives in eternity, the Holy One, says this: "I live in the high and holy place with those whose spirits are contrite and humble.  I restore the crushed spirit of the humble and revive the courage of those with repentant hearts.
8. Trust God To Vindicate You
· If dealt with unjustly at the time of leaving, don’t return evil for evil.
· When persecuted, don’t seek to retaliate.
-When unjustly accused of something, blamed for something you didn’t do.
-When someone offends you, disappoints you.
-We will be tempted to distance ourselves from that person.
-Don't retaliate in your heart.
· Rather, pray for those who mistreat you and trust God for your vindication.
Romans 12:17-21
17 Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that everyone can see you are honorable. 18 Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone. 19 Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say,
"I will take revenge; I will pay them back," says the Lord.
20 Instead, "If your enemies are hungry, feed them.  If they are thirsty, give them something to drink. In doing this, you will heap
burning coals of shame on their heads." 
21 Don't let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good.
1 Peter 3:9-10
9 Don't repay evil for evil. Don't retaliate with insults when people insult you. Instead, pay them back with a blessing. That is what God has called you to do, and he will bless you for it. 
· God will take care of those who trouble you.
· Holding self in check, waiting on God, renews your strength and builds your character.
-Keeping your emotions in check.
-Don't make random decisions or choices.
9. Communicate
· Don’t stop communicating, either with people or with God.

-When going through a crisis, don’t shut down or shut people out.

-We can get so stressed, it’s hard to hear from anyone.
· Loneliness and isolation will only pervert your thinking.  (stinking thinking)
-Need to process and get crystal clear understanding.
· Godly counsel is one of the ways God has of speaking to us.
-Big difference between Good advice and Godly counsel.
-Good advice comes from peoples own perspective and opinion.  (Solution vs. Suggestion)
-Godly counsel comes from the word of God.  Timeless truths that have amazing results.
· Be honest with God.  Don’t be ashamed to tell Him the truth of what is in your heart.

-A lot of people are ashamed to be totally honest with God when the pray.

-God is not easily offended.

*Psalm 139:1-18
10. Act On Principle
· Get your guidance from principles of truth, not from reaction to the feelings of the moment.

-Proven principles from the word of God and life.

-Don’t burn bridges, Don’t steal, Don’t take shortcuts, Don’t cheat on your spouse.
-Values driven
· God begins all healing with His Word.  God’s word is the basis for everything He does in our lives.

-Spiritual, Marital, Financial, Emotional, Physical.
· The word of God is sufficient and will work for every need in your life.

-The word of God has power to transform lives.
Philippians 1:6
6 And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.  NLT
Philippians 1:6
6 There has never been the slightest doubt in my mind that the God who started this great work in you would keep at it and bring it to a flourishing finish on the very day Christ Jesus appears. THE MESSAGE Bible
Do you sometimes feel as though you aren't making progress in your spiritual life? When God starts a project, he completes it! As with the Philippians, God will help you grow in grace until he has completed his work in your life. When you are discouraged, remember that God won't give up on you. He promises to finish the work he has begun. When you feel incomplete, unfinished, or distressed by your shortcomings, remember God's promise and provision. Don't let your present condition rob you of the joy of knowing Christ or keep you from growing closer to him.
· God will give you a word or words but it is your responsibility to act on them.

-God will never force you to action.

-He will give you promptings, warnings, signs.
-Power of A Whisper by Bill Hybels.

-It is our choice to take action.  It is called faith and free will.
· As God cleanses your motives and your mind is renewed, the evidence is in your generosity.

-When your life is transformed it will be evident in your generosity with everything.
Luke 11:41
41 So clean the inside by giving gifts to the poor, and you will be clean all over.
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