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Success is peace of mind which is a direct result of self-satisfaction in knowing that you did your best to 
become the best you are capable of becoming. 
We almost have to force or drive ourselves to work hard if we are to reach our potential. If we don’t enjoy 
what we do, we won’t be able to push as hard as we need to push for as long as we need to push to 
achieve our best. 
However, if we enjoy what we do and if we’re enthusiastic about it, we’ll do it better and come closer to 
becoming the best we can be. ~John Wooden 
 
THE STORY OF DAVID AND GOLIATH (1 Samuel 17:1-52) 
 

 The story of David and Goliath is about people who faced outsize challenges and been 
forced to respond. Much of what we consider valuable in our world arises out of these kinds 
of lopsided conflicts. 
 

 The act of facing overwhelming odds produces greatness and beauty.  
 

 We consistently get these kinds of conflicts wrong. We misread them. We misinterpret them. 
Giants are not what we think they are. The same qualities that appear to give them strength 
are often the sources of great weakness.  
 

 The fact of being an underdog can change people in ways that we often fail to appreciate: 
 

It can open doors and create opportunities and educate and enlighten and make possible what might 
otherwise have seemed unthinkable. ~Malcolm Gladwell 

 
 
LIFE'S CHALLENGES 
 

 Most of life's challenges is overwhelming and lopsided with you being the underdog.  
 

 It doesn't mean you have to give up, live in fear, or play not to lose. (safe, complacent)  
 

 Play to win. Win at the race of life for the eternal prize.  
 

 Winners vs. Whiners. Winners know they have to do the right thing before they feel good. 
   Whiners want to feel good before they do the right thing. 

 
“Don’t you realize that in a race everyone runs, but only one person gets the prize? 
So run to win! All athletes are disciplined in their training. 
They do it to win a prize that will fade away, but we do it for an eternal prize. So I run with purpose 
in every step. I am not just shadowboxing. I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do 
what it should. Otherwise, I fear that after preaching to others I myself might be disqualified.” 
1 Corinthians 9:24-27 NLT 
 
“Endure suffering along with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. Soldiers don’t get tied up in 
the affairs of civilian life, for then they cannot please the officer who enlisted them. And athletes 
cannot win the prize unless they follow the rules. And hardworking farmers should be the first to 
enjoy the fruit of their labor. Think about what I am saying. The Lord will help you understand all 
these things. So I am willing to endure anything if it will bring salvation and eternal glory in Christ 
Jesus to those God has chosen.” 
2 Timothy 2:3-7, 10 NLT 
  



 

  

 
 
 
 
HOW DO YOU WIN AS AN UNDERDOG? 
 
Arresting-Toft (political scientist) then asked the question slightly differently. What happens in wars 
between the strong and the weak when the weak side does as David did and refuses to fight the way the 
bigger side wants to fight, using unconventional or guerrilla tactics? 
The answer is: in those cases, the weaker party's winning percentage climbs from 28.5 percent to 63.6 
percent. 
 
To put it in perspective, the United States' population is ten times the size of Canada's. 
If the two countries went to war and Canada chose to fight unconventionally, history would suggest that 
you ought to put your money on Canada. 
 
We think of underdog victories as impossible events: that's why the story of David and Goliath has 
resonated so strongly all these years. But Arreguin-Toft's point is that they aren't at all. 
Underdogs win all the time! 
Why, then are we so shocked every time a David beats a Goliath? Why do we automatically assume that 
someone who is smaller or poorer or less skilled is necessarily at a disadvantage. ~Malcolm Gladwell 
 

 God gives us that unconventional way of fighting, solving, and winning.  
 

 God is always for the underdog, misfit, and outcast. 
 

 "Bad people make the best good people when they get converted." 
 

 Jesus loves to touch the "Untouchable" and do the "Unthinkable"  
 

 Jesus consistently found Himself moving among and identifying with the least in life. 
“You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though He was rich, yet for your sakes 
He became poor, so that by his poverty He could make you rich.” 
2 Corinthians 8:9 NLT  
 

 Innovative Concepts is an unconventional church with unconventional ways with 
unconventional people. 
 
 

Our Vision for our Churches: 
 

"An unconventional environment where each person's gifts, talents, and abilities 

can be fully expressed and experienced for the glory of God." 
 
Our Mission for our Churches: 
 
Reach the lost and make disciples to make a positive difference in the world we live in.  


